Windows 7 Chinese Pinyin Setup

« Introduction / Simplified    Traditional    Language Bar & Shortcuts »   English User Guide »»
2. Adding Traditional Chinese Pinyin Input

There are your two primary options for traditional character Pinyin input methods in Windows 7:

· The Microsoft New Phonetic IME, developed in Taiwan. This is the most common choice. Unlike the PRC IME, this one allows you to enter tone numbers after syllables (as in "zhu4yin1") or not ("zhuyin"). 

· The Microsoft Pinyin (MSPY) IME, developed in Harbin. Even though this is normally used for simplified characters, you can set the Options to traditional characters. This has a lot of potential but also a few very serious drawbacks. Jump to this »» 

[image: image1.png]



Using the Microsoft New Phonetic IME for fantizi Pinyin input

To use the Microsoft New Phonetic IME as your Pinyin input method for traditional characters, you first select it and then set the input preferences for Pinyin.
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Click on the Windows Start menu button, then click "Control Panel".

 

Then, in Control Panel find "Clock, Language and Region".

Click on "Change keyboards or other input methods." (See screen shot below.)
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    When "Region and Language" appears:

· Click the "Change keyboards..." button. (Don't worry, despite the name of this button your English keyboard will remain available at all times after we're done.) 
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     When "Text Services and Input Languages" appears:

· Click on the "Add..." button: 
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     When "Add Input Language" appears: 
· Scroll down to "Chinese (Taiwan)". 

· Click on the plus signs next to "Chinese (Taiwan)" and "Keyboard". 

· Click the checkbox to select "Chinese (Traditional) - New Phonetic". You may also select other input methods if you are familiar with them. 

· Click the "OK" button here and then click "OK" in Region and Language as well. 
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The default for this IME is Zhuyin Fuhao, not Hanyu Pinyin. To set this to Pinyin, do the following in "Text Services and Input Languages":

· Click once on the name of the "Chinese (Traditional) - New Phonetic" IME to select it, then click on the "Properties" button. (Note: These settings can also be accessed later via the Options menu in the Language Bar.) 
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In "Microsoft New Phonetic IME 10.x Settings",

· Click the "Keyboard" tab 

· In the pull-down menu under "Choose your preferred keyboard layout", select "HanYu Pinyin" 

· Click OK, and then click OK in "Text Services..." and click OK again in Region and Languages. 
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In the Taskbar, in the Language bar at the lower-right of your screen, you will now find a "CH" option for "Chinese (Traditional, Taiwan)":
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As you begin using Microsoft New Phonetic IME, you may be interested in the following:

FAQ: How do I enter the letter "ü" ("u" with an umlaut, the two dots above the letter)?
FAQ: How do I get the "candidate list" to appear in the Windows Taiwan (Traditional) IME?
FAQ: The characters in the Windows Taiwan/Traditional candidate list are really tiny! Is there a way to adjust the size of the text in this window?
HELP: English-language user guide for the Microsoft Chinese Input Methods.


UPDATE: The Taiwan IME 2010 update has been released! Please see my Taiwan IME 2010 Update FAQ for more information. For Windows 7, Vista and XP SP3, and does not require Office 2010 or any other version of Office.

Previous page:
1. Simplified Chinese Pinyin input setup
Next steps:
3. Adjusting the Language Bar and shortcuts
4. User Guide: the Microsoft Chinese IMEs Help Files
« top
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Using the PRC/Simplified MSPY input method for fantizi Pinyin input:

For many of you, the fact that this PRC input method will default to PRC GB font encoding instead of Big 5 even when writing traditional characters will be what we call in business a "deal-killer". But please bear with me as I explain this option because it does have a lot of potential. If nothing else this should be watched for future developments. 

When Windows Vista was released, I was very excited with Microsoft Pinyin (MSPY) version 10, because it included support for traditional characters. However, when I wrote up the instructions I found myself listing far too many disadvantages to recommend it. 

As of the Windows 7 launch, MSPY version 10.1 still has those same problems, so I won't try too hard to convince you to try it. Although I believe the MSPY "New Experience" is a better input method than Microsoft New Phonetic, there are still too many drawbacks: 

· Most important, in Traditional Chinese mode it does not support "Self-learning" (sorting character and phrase candidates according to your frequency of usage). Notice that in this slice of an Options window screen shot below, "Enable Self-learning" is grayed out. For me, this is a deal-killer! The accuracy of a Pinyin input method depends heavily on the characters automatically sorting as you use it.
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I've also tested the third choice, "Extended Character Set". This contains both simplified and traditional and does support Self-learning, but getting this to favor traditional characters requires many many hours of training and user-defined phrase dictionary editing, and even then it will probably mix the two sets together far too often to allow fast and convenient typing if you are trying to use only traditional Chinese.

· You will not be able to quickly switch between simplified and traditional via a keyboard shortcut or the Taskbar button; you will have to do it in no less than five (5) clicks via the Language Bar's Options.

· You will not have other input methods available in Taiwan, including Zhuyin / Bopomofo, Cangjie, etc. (This does not mean you cannot write out standalone Zhuyin with the PRC keyboard however. It is in the soft keyboards, as I explain on my Windows 7 Zhuyin setup page.)

· There are times when the system gets confused, especially when you are also working in simplified characters: it starts out in a simplified font anyway, and won't let you change that line to a traditional font. For many people the easiest solution is to erase the entire line or even open a new document and start over. (This has also happened to me when switching between "Chinese (PRC)" and "Chinese (Taiwan)", so I probably shouldn't blame "Chinese (PRC)" for this alone.

· As I mentioned above, you will be working only in GB encoding fonts, not Big 5. 

If you'd still like to try it, here's how to set the PRC IME to traditional characters:

First, if you haven't done so already, return to step #1 and set up the PRC IME for simplified characters. 
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Then, with the Language Bar set to the PRC "CH" and in the "MSPY" input method (in this screen shot, notice the first two icons in the Taskbar),

· Click the Options menu icon and then in the menu click "Options..." 

In "Microsoft Pinyin New Experience Input Style  Options":

· Click the "Advancd" tab 

· Under "Character Set", select "Traditional Chinese" 

· Click the "OK" button 
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