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The Second International Conference for Chinese Heritage Education
on

Global Engagement and Innovative Pedagogy
August 13-14, 2016

Bethesda Marriott Hotel in Maryland

The National Council of Associations of Chinese Language Schools (NCACLS) is
pleased to announce its second international conference on global engagement and innovative
pedagogy for the future of Chinese heritage education. The conference aims to pursue a new
pathway for advocating innovative pedagogies and technologies in research and practices,
maximizing professional exchanges and collaboration among Chinese language educators, and
leveraging resources and strengths in the Chinese language teaching community. We cordially
invite researchers, practitioners, program developers, and administrators in the heritage schools
community and in K-16 educational settings and organizations to submit proposals and attend
the conference.

ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW

NCACLS has served as a national liaison organization for Chinese heritage schools since
1994. Being a non-profit, non-political organization, it has maintained its unique character as an
independent educational entity. It currently consists of 15 regional Chinese School associations
across the United States. Our mission at NCACLS is to represent member schools in
participating in national or international affairs through planning and sponsoring national events
relevant to Chinese Language Education.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

NCACLS strives for excellence in extending professional networking with K-16
educational leaders and advocating effective instruction in alignment with research-endorsed
practices and World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages. For the organization’s second
international conference, prominent national and international experts in K-16 Chinese language
education have been invited to plan, lead, and reinvent the conference’s program. Spearheaded
by Professor Miao-fen Tseng, Inaugural Director of the Institute of World Languages at the
University of Virginia, the program committee constitutes a focused group of experts and leaders
with a kaleidoscope of expertise well suited for the fulfillment of the conference mission. They
will work coherently and energetically to create a refreshing and inspiring program for all. The
committee is composed of the following members, who are listed in alphabetical order: Theresa
Chao, Yea-fen Chen, An Chung Cheng, Mien-hwa Chiang, Kunshan Lee, Hsin-hsin Liang,
Haohsiang Liao, Jeannine Subisak, Wei-ling Wu, and Meng Yeh.



PROPOSAL TYPE & TIME LENGTH
1. Independent Presentation

Each presentation is allotted a total of 30 minutes. The presentation lasts for 25 minutes,
followed by 5-minute questions and answers. Please refer to the “Targeted Topics”
session.

2. Panel Session

Each panel session is allotted a total of 60 minutes and consists of two or three presenters.
The presentations deliver related topics on a coherent session title for 45-50 minutes,
followed by questions and answers. Please refer to the “Targeted Topics” session.

3. Teaching In Action

The “Teaching In Action” sessions invite teachers to present and showcase teaching
activities that align with research-informed best practices and pedagogical effectiveness.
In the sessions, each presenter will present a teaching activity through a PowerPoint
presentation, teaching video demonstration, or whatever appropriate formats to explain
the learning objective and outcome of the activity and exemplify how teaching in action
happens in a real classroom. After the presentation, session facilitators will lead the
audience to discuss and brainstorm what may work well in a classroom and why.
Audience members will participate in interactive discussions, learn what accounts for
effective teaching, reflect on their teaching practices, and leave with techniques that can
be implemented immediately in their classrooms. Each presentation lasts for 10 minutes,
followed by 20-minute interactive discussions. Each session includes two presentations.
After the proposals are selected, the session facilitators will contact presenters to provide
step-by-step instructions in preparation for the sessions.

IMPORTANT TIMELINE (Deadline Extended)

Deadline for submission: April 15, 2016
Notification of acceptance: May 4, 2016
Paper submission for Conference Proceedings: June 15, 2016

Any late submission will not be fully considered.

Proceedings: Upon review of their proposals by the Program Committee, authors of the accepted
proposals are encouraged to submit a short paper (up to 4 pages) or a full paper (up to 10 pages)
before the conference. These papers will be included in the conference proceedings and
published online. Details about paper submissions will be announced as time approaches.

TARGETED TOPICS
The NCACLS Program Committee welcomes proposals that have relevant application and

implication for the future of Chinese heritage education. These proposals can be generated based on any
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of the topics listed below or be a topic of your choice. The following subthemes are identical to the
categories that appear in the online submission form.

1. Assessment

Assessment is an empowering tool to strengthen world language curricula. Proposals
in this category address localized and nationwide assessment tools, World-readiness
Standards in relation to assessment, performance-based formative and summative
assessment, proficiency and performance guidelines, evidence-driven learning
outcomes, self-/peer-assessment, E-portfolios, and development in alignment with a
curricular framework.

2. Curriculum & Instruction

Proposals in this category may discuss focal issues involving curricular guidelines,
development, and benchmarks. Proposals explicating instructional methods, strategies,
and principles, as well as the selection and development of instructional materials,
also fall within this category. Other interesting subjects for proposals include how
backward design and thematic units help teachers better achieve instructional goals
and examples that highlight successful student-centered and differentiated instruction.
Proposals discussing the development of literacy skills, incorporation of authentic
materials and resources, and any other issues implicating curriculum design and
teaching are also eligible for review.

3. Educational Policy and Leadership

Educational policy and leadership play an influential role in Chinese language
education. Proposals in this category explore effective advocacy to improve the
prospects for funding, legislation, and policies that define and transform language
programs and schools. Suggested topics include examples of effective advocacy,
collaborative efforts, and leadership development at the local, state, or national levels
in response to policy and articulation changes.

4. Global Competence

Global competence has become one of the most commonly added agenda items for
conferences on world languages and cultures. Proposals in this category encompass
discussions about essential skillsets and components for the development of global
competence; recommendations for globalizing the classroom to best prepare students
to be linguistically proficient, culturally competent, and knowledgeable global
citizens; and sample curricular modules, themes, or activities that are geared toward
the development of language and cultural competence across proficiency levels.



5. Research

Instruction should be guided by research. Proposals in this category inform language
educators of research and data-driven findings and practices to engage learners,
promote active learning experiences, develop desirable proficiency, and build
pedagogically sound programs. Advice on how to successfully translate theory into
practices in classrooms is most sought.

6. Teacher Development

Teacher development is pivotal to program success. Proposals in this category may
include case studies, anecdotal information, E-portfolios, and qualitative and
quantitative analyses that document different professional paths. Recommended
topics are mentoring and coaching, teacher evaluation systems, opportunities and
resources for teaching development, and requirements for teacher effectiveness.

7. Technology

Proposals in this category exemplify successful experiences that incorporate
technological resources and mobile devices to fulfill curricular goals and achieve
successful learning outcomes. Discussions of recommendations and challenges when
transitioning from face-to-face to blended and online teaching are of great interest and
more than welcome.

8. Program Development & Implementation

Chinese language programs vary in many different ways. How to articulate horizontal
and vertical teams in heritage and non-heritage school settings remains an area that
deserves further exploration. Proposals in this category focus on the development,
management, and sustainability of quality programs in Chinese schools and other
educational settings. Discussions include domestic and study abroad contexts.

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES

Submissions are open to researchers, practitioners, program developers, and
administrators in the heritage schools community and in K-16 educational settings and
organizations. All presenters should adhere to the following proposal guidelines and posted instructions
in completing their timely online submissions.

1. Submission in English or Chinese

The proposals can be written in either English or Chinese (traditional or simplified
characters). They are to be submitted in PDF format through the centralized online
system; any other forms of submission are not accepted. All proposals must be written in
third-person format and avoid using “I” and “we.” NCACLS reserves the right to edit

9



when necessary. Online submission requires the leading presenter to key in background
information, requisite information for the proposal, and confirmation of agreement. After
completing online submission, the leading presenter will receive an automatically-
generated message confirming successful completion of the submission.

2. One submission per presenter

Submitting more than one proposal per person will eliminate the proposals from full
consideration. If you submit a panel session as a leading presenter, you are responsible
for adding information about an additional presenter or presenters and completing all
required information. Only the leading presenter will receive confirmation of a successful
online submission, whereas the leading presenter and additional presenters will receive
the acceptance/rejection notification of the review simultaneously via email.

3. Additional reminders

All proposals are the property of NCACLS. Any proposal that is thought to be a sales
pitch for a specific commercial product will not be considered for review.

REVIEW PROCESS & CRITERIA

The NCACLS Program Committee is responsible for reviewing proposals through a
“blind review” process. Neither the presenter’s name nor affiliation is seen during the review
process. Reviewers rate each proposal first, and an average of the combined scores from all
reviewers is then generated. The number of proposals that can be accepted for presentation is
based on the score rating and meeting space. Submissions are reviewed and scored in four
categories: content and purpose; organization of the proposal; quality and clarity of writing; and
significance of the proposal as follows.

Content & Purpose

Exceeds Expectations

Content aligns with
a professional target
area

Content shows
originality and/or
provides new
insight into topic
Content reflects
current practices
Content is very
clear, specific and
detailed

Content describes
specific knowledge
and skills and/or
improvement in
teaching & learning

10

Meets Expectations

Content loosely
aligns with a
professional target
area

Content is strong
and shows
originality and/or
insight

Content somewhat
reflects current
practices

Content is
somewhat specific
and detailed
Content describes
knowledge and
skills and/or
improvement in
teaching &

Does Not Meet

Expectations
Content does not
align with a
professional target
area
Content is weak and
lacks originality
and/or insight.
Content does not
reflect current
practices
Content is vague or
unclear
Content does not
describe specific
knowledge and
skills and/or
improvement in
teaching & learning



Organization of
Proposal

Quality/clarity of
writing

Significance of proposal

Proposal type is
appropriate for
content

All sections of
proposal are
complete and
adhere to word-
count limitations
Title is specific,
clear and accurately
describes the
presentation
Proposal refrains
from selling
products

Description does
not need
editing/reworking
Description is in
standard
professional English
or Chinese

Proper grammar in
English or Chinese,
punctuation are
used, no typos

Description has
great audience
appeal and value

learning

Proposal type is
appropriate for
content

Most sections of
proposal are
complete and
adhere to word-
count limitations
Title is somewhat
specific and
describes the
presentation
Proposal refrains
from selling
products

Description may
need some editing/
reworking
Description is in
standard
professional
English or Chinese
There are some
mechanical errors

Description has
some audience
appeal and value

Proposal type is not
appropriate for
content

Some sections are
missing or
incomplete

Some sections
exceed word-count
limitations

Title is vague and
does not capture
presentation
Proposal appears to
promote a product
or service for sale

Description needs
some editing
Description is not in
standard
professional
English or Chinese
There are many
mechanical errors

Description has
minimal audience
appeal and value

Note: The rubric was created according to ACTFL’s proposal review guidelines.

Contact Information

For questions about proposal submission, please contact Ling-Ling Hu at (npa708@yahoo.com).
For any technical issues, please contact the NCACLS Webmaster at (ncaclsweb@hotmail.com).
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