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Since 2009, the National Council of Associations of Chinese Language Schools
(NCACLS, also known as the Council) has been relentless in its pursuit of
strengthening its teaching and learning mission. Building on the success of its e-learning
symposiums from 2009-2011, the Council launched a 3-part webinar series in 2012
entitled, ‘Empowering Teaching and Learning through Technology Integration." The series
brought expert teachers from instructional design, educational technology, and language
teaching to share their know-how and experiences in integrating technology into
classroom teaching. The objectives of the webinar series were to assist teachers with
gaining foundational knowledge of instructional design principles, developing a
collaborative learning environment to engage students through Google+ and its many
applications, and learning how to use Chinese typing as a pedagogical tool for effective

teaching and learning in a heritage Chinese school.

Effective e-learning is said to enable Chinese schools to expand learning beyond
classrooms and to promote individualized instruction to meet student needs. Building an
effective e-learning environment cannot be achieved without transforming the current
pedagogical practice in Chinese schools. This transformation takes place when teachers
are equipped with knowledge on leveraging technology to deliver learning in and out of
the classrooms, as well as the types of learning that occur when technology is applied. The
ultimate goal is to move beyond brick-and-mortar schooling to engage students in active
learning through a virtual learning community. As such, the Council has strategically
implemented online training to provide teachers the tools and resources to create effective
e-learning environment for their students. The Council assembled a team of experts to help
realize its vision in facilitating the pedagogical shift among its member teachers. As part of
its continuous quality improvement process, a brief survey was also developed to collect
input from participants to assess the effectiveness of the modules. The collected responses
to the series were generally positive. After the first year of implementation, it has
become vital for the Council to gather feedback from the general public to identify
driving issues as well as gaps in its current offering before expanding the webinars in
coming years. As a result, the panel will first review the three e-learning modules on (1)

application of Richard Mayer’s multimedia learning theories/principles in designing media



enhanced learning that is both effective and engaging; (2) development of a class

website, powered by Google+, to engage students in collaborative learning activities at
their own convenience to promote sense of community; and (3) using Chinese typing as a
pedagogical tool to create an environment that is conducive to effective learning of Chinese.
Then, the panel will focus the discussion on (1) how to harness easy-to-use technological
tools to enhance student’s learning experience, (2) how to re-engineer a Chinese school or
a classroom to accommodate e-learning and associated pedagogical innovation, and (3)
lessons learned while implementing technology innovation in a Chinese language

classroom.



